CANADA
THE Dominion of Canada, as events have revealed, was
not less and perhaps not more threatened than other
nations on the continents of North and South America by
direct German aggression or the consequences of a German
conquest of Europe. The government and peoples of Canada,
like those of other American nations, were free to decide
between the policies of neutrality and intervention. Canada
alone in the Americas declared wSr on Germany.
This declaration of war has been largely taken for granted
by the people of Britain and the United States. Canada's
membership of the British Empire has seemed sufficient
explanation. This explanation is valid but incomplete,
Canada, in fact, declared war on Germany through her own
King, government, and parliament on 10 September, and
for seven days after Britain was at war Canada was a British
neutral. The British connexion has powerful practical and
sentimental values for the Canadian people; Canada is the
only nation in the Americas whose relations with a European
mother country have never been broken. But Canada did
not enter the war either wholly or predominantly because of
this connexion, or of any decisive numerical preponderance
of Anglo-Saxons or British-born in her population. Least of
all was Canada's separate declaration of war due to any
compulsion by or subordination to the British Government.
Canada's sovereignty and constitutional powers are as com-
plete in fact as those of Eire; geographically, Canada is more
remote from either British control or German attack; eco-
nomically, she is less dependent than Eire. Eire in the war
zone is neutral and Canada in a neutral hemisphere is
at war.
Because of her British associations or her American posi-
tion, Canada is usually interpreted as a projection or expan-
sion of Britain or of the United States. Canada is both
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